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FROM TONY'S DESK 


We had the rare opportunity a few weeks ago of 
hosting 100 Florida nurserymen. After a tour 
of our nursery facilities, box lunches were 
served allowing some good, friendly fellowship 
related to our plant world. A mental climate 
of electric excitement was apparent as they 
walked through the holding area and tree farm 
to share the unusual plant material we had 
collected so far. 


They then boarded buses to travel on to the 
EPCOT Theater where Tom Underwood gave a very 
interesting lecture on tree moving, including 
Stills of moving practices of the past, how 
they did it in Russia (packaged and frozen!) 
and how we do it today. Following his presen- 
tation, I gave a talk on our EPCOT project and 
how everything synergistically works from 

the embryo of creation to the final product. 


Many thanks to Tom, Katy and Cal Anderson for 
planning a smooth running program. On the 
way back, a deer leaped across Bear Island 
Road in front of the bus and I told them 

that was part of the program also. The 
attendance was the largest of any FNGA meet- 
ing, which indicates the tremendous interest 
in WDW throughout the industry. 


For those of you who did not attend one of 
our recent training classes during which I 
talked about future opportunities with our 
company, we are duplicating a "pass out" 
questionnaire. Please take the time to fill 
it out and forward it to my attention. 


sis Satya 


‘in late summer. 
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* * 
x FREE OF THE MONTH + 
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Stenocarpus sinuatus 


("Firewheel Tree'') 


Although the 
scientific name of 
this evergreen tree 
refers to its thin 
fruits (stenocarpus 
= narrow fruit), it 
is better recognized by its common name, the 
'Firewheel Tree", which refers to the unique 
pinwheel-shaped flowers. The two to three 
inch tubular yellow and scarlet flowers are 
borne in wheel-like clusters, with each 
flower forming a spoke in the wheel. 

A slow-growing tree to about 25', the 
Firewheel Tree has two different types of 
leaves. On young plants, the leaves are 
about 12" long, lobed, and oak-like. Older 
plants have leaves which are much smaller 
and are not lobed. 

Native to Australia, S. sinuatus flowers 
A fine specimen is now in 
bloom on Discovery Island, and a smaller one 





is in bloom for the first time near the Swiss 


Family Robinson Treehouse in Adventureland. 
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


* * 
x PLANTS ON STAGE FOR AUGUST * 
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Melaleuca quinquenervia ("Paperbark Tree") - 
Thick, spongy, layered bark that peels off 

in sheets is characteristic of this evergreen 
tree, now in flower on the Frontierland water- 
front: 


Zinnia augustifolia ("Linearis") - A colorful 

summer annual that is a good hot weather crop. 
Linearis grows to 8 inches tall and has orange 
flower heads. Sometimes known as 4. -Linearis, 
from which the common name is derived. 
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Setting Our Roots in Big Thunder Mountain 
NEWS FROM THE AREAS ..... 


Our Disney ingenuity has just created an 


exciting new attraction -- Big Thunder Fort Wilderness -- Our Campground Resort is 
Mountain Railroad -- where the arid south- getting ready for its annual campground rehab, 
western setting offers an opportunity to which will include cutting back foliage to 


present a new type of landscape for our guests’ | open up the sites. | 
enjoyment, not to mention the new challenges | | 

and experiments for our Horticulture Division. | Horticulture Division -- Congratulations to 
The mountainous desert character of Big Thunder | the 1980 Horticulture Canoe Team who took 

is reinforced through the careful selection of | 2nd place in the Mixed Division of the Canoe 


trees, shrubs, cacti, and succulents native Races of the World. The team received a 

to the southwest. Once the plants have been special honor at the Awards Breakfast -- the 

selected, they are then planted in natural Golden Paddle Award which is given to the 

looking random arrangements. team with the most spirit, most improvement, 

The subtle blend from an arid scene to a and best attendance. 

"good ornamental show" for our guests, and 

the transition from Tom Sawyer's Island, were Horticulture Training -- The College of 

a challenge to create. As we begin to live Horticulture hosted our summer 1980 World 

and work with our new landscape, the concept Showcase Fellowship students on August 11 

will be refined to the typical Disney standard | and 12. Their stay with us included a horti- 

of quality which our guests enjoy. cultural tour of the Magic Kingdom (Swan Boat 
style) and a lesson on hanging basket produc- 


tion. 


LBV Landscape -- Our landscape crews have 

taken over maintenance of the Conference Center. 
The LBV Landscape office has been relocated 
closer to the new Landscape Mechanical Shop. 


LBV Pest Control -- A new structural insect 
pest control product, Kill Master II, is 
being tested and was used in the initial 
treatment at the Conference Center. 


Landscape Architects -- Lush, tropical land- 
scapes are being planned for the Polynesian 
ee expansion. Both this project and an expan- 
ests ee — a sion of the Club Lake Villas at Lake Buena 
Big Thunder's landscape has several Vista are expected to be started early next 
special features which need careful monitoring--| year. 
including drainage, watering, and frost pro- 





tection. In preserving the desolate character | Landscape Construction -- An arid, desert 
of the landscape, we will need to take special landscape has materialized at the Big Thunder 
caution as many of the cacti have dangerous site. Mesquite (Prosopis chilensis) and 
spines. cactus are among the plants being used. 
Interesting specimen plant materials in 
the landscape include Acacias, Mesquite, Tree Farm/Nursery -- The Tree Farm had a 
Cereus, Euphorbias, Yuccas, Aloes, Kalanchoe, special challenge this month -- fitting 
Golden Barrel Cacti, and Prickly Pear Cacti. together a Phoenix reclinata which arrived 
The Big Thunder desert will be alive with in 3 separate pieces. The curving stems on 
color year round. Look for Pennisetum, Verbena,| this large clumping palm made it impossible 
Daisies, Portulaca, and Poppies. to move in one piece. 
A quality landscape maintenance program == 
really begins in the design and installation WDW Landscape -- All of the topiaries on 
stage of a project. Through your valuable Topiary Lane have been moved to Seven Seas 
experience and input to the process, we can | Drive to make room for the monorail extension. 
solve potential maintenance problems before 7 
they happen. WDW Pest Control -- A weed control program has 
. been started on Bermuda turf areas throughout 
Contributed by Walt Mangold our landscape. 


_ WED Landscape Architect 
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